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     December also has another meaning.  December marks the "last days" of another year.  It means eleven months have past and are now history.  December is the time when many people take time to reflect on the end of another year of their life.   There are thirty-one days in December and these thirty-one days will be the last days of the year 2017.





     Last days!  How important are last days?  The last days of one's life?  The last day's on a job before retirement?  The last day's of a person's education process?  The last days of our children being children just before they reach adulthood?  The last days of a vacation?  We could go on and on about last days and what they mean to different people.





     Age brings people into the last days of life.  As one grows older along with that is the thought of living in the last years of life.  The Psalmist  speaking of the length of life says, "The length of our days is seventy years--or eighty, if we have strength..." (Psalm 90:10).  Today people are living longer.  It is not unusual to know people who are in their nineties.  But regardless of the length of life, everyone reaches the "last days."   In fact, some may be in their "last days" and not be aware of that reality.  





     I have heard people make the statement about someone,  "They are in the December of their life."  What this means is the person is nearing the end of their earthly existence.  We are all going to reach these "Decembers" of life.  The important thing is to be aware of this and be prepared.   





    The Psalmist put all of this in the proper perspective when he said, "Teach us to number our days aright, that we may gain a heart of wisdom" (Psalm 90:12).   What good advice for those who are in the December state of life.   What good advice for those who are not yet there.  What good advice for everyone, regardless of age, to consider that one day we will be in the last days.





     The wise man gives this advice: "However many years a man may live, let him enjoy them all......follow the ways of your heart and whatever your eyes see, but know that for all these things God will bring you to judgment"  (Ecclesiastes 11:8, 9).





     The month of December means different things to different people.  To many, December is that joyful month when there is the sound of Christmas Carols and the happy expectation of the holiday season with family dinners, gift exchanges, and colorful lights.   For some, there may be the aroma of a freshly cut tree and the thrill of the family decorating it with ornaments that have some meaning and value.  





     To others, this month brings sadness to some who have lost loved ones who will no longer share in the joy of the season.
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