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1.  SPIRITUAL BLINDNESS.  Jude instructs us to "contend earnestly for the faith."   The word "contend" means to "wage war."  We are to wage war against sin and error in all forms. "Oh, but we are suppose to love everyone,"  someone might think.  But Jude calls on us to wage war.  The problem is many sitting in pews don't know enough of God's word to discern good from evil and truth from error.


2.  BELIVERS BEHAVING BADLY.  Have you ever been in a group of Christians where their conversation did not match their claim of being righteous and holy?  Critical conversation?  Gossiping and causing division?  Tearing down rather than building up?   Jude says, "build yourselves up in the most holy faith."


3.  COLD, MECHANICAL CONGREGATIONS.  In Revelation, Jesus condemned the church as Ephesus of becoming cold.  They had left their first love. In today's world it is easy to do everything mechanically, to operate like a machine.  The problem is the church isn't the building, it is the people.  It's the congregation.  And people and their needs and problems require time. Time we don't think we have. We can become so busy doing "urgent things" that we forget the important things. Things like reading and studying and meditating on God's Word. Be sure to check you spiritual thermostat before you settle into a pew.


4.  LUKEWARM BELIEVERS.  The church in Laodicea was neither cold nor hot, but lukewarm.  The lukewarm member can warm the pew, but that's about the only warmth they produce.  The lukewarm Christian occupies a place in the building on Sunday morning, but they are never seen at any of the other functions of the body.  They are not at group meetings, they don't attend Bible studies at the building or at another location.  The fire of the Spirit that lights our lives can give us warmth when we spend time with Him and be more than a "pew warmer."


5.  COUNTRY CLUB STYLE.  The church should be a hospital for sinners, a lighthouse that lights the way for sinners lost in the darkness of sin.  It is easy for a congregation to become a place where we are made to "feel good about ourselves."  Often members are more concerned about "what they can get out of the worship," rather than "what can they give to make worship what it ought to be.  For some, services must follow the same order each time the church meets.  "Do all things decently and in order" has been translated to "do things the way I like them done."  Any deviation from the established order is looked upon as a transgression.  People don't like to feel bad about sin, they want to feel good about themselves.  When we reach the point that we no longer feel the need for Jesus we have become a social club. 


"He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches" (Revelation 3:22).








     Dangers lurk everywhere we turn, even in church.  It is possible to develop a false sense of security behind the doors of a congregation.  The problem is we cannot see the battles going on even during the worship hour. Sunday after Sunday, the devil walks away with the high attendance award.   Paul warns that our battle is with "the spiritual forces of wickedness in the heavenly places"  (Eph  5:12).  Here are some of the dangers we need to be aware of:
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