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     The article began by mentioning the emergence of "sanctuary cities" in  today's society, where criminals can escape to avoid prosecution.  I recall in the Old Testament, that God established "cities of refuge,"  which might well be considered "sanctuary cities."   A person who had killed another could flee to one of these cities and find refuge until a proper trial could be had.  The point was made that unfortunately, a similar problem exists among brethren regarding corrective church discipline.


     The proof-text passage was 2 Thessalonians 3:6 where Paul instructed these brethren to withdraw from those who were "walking disorderly."  The problem with this verse is that brethren often avoid or disregard the context.  What was the "walking disorderly" that Paul had in mind?  Several times in the context he says that "walking disorderly" was not working.  He even used himself as an example of one who did not walk disorderly because he worked day and night (verse 11).  One of the first rules of properly understanding the Bible is to keep passages in context.  When we take the expression "walking disorderly" out of its context of not working, we can make it apply to anything that we want it to.  I have heard it apply to men whose hair was longer than some thought, all the way to missing one Wednesday night Bible study, and many other things in between. 


     There is no doubt that a local congregation ( not the universal church ) is to discipline the immoral ( 1 Cor. 45:10), the false teacher (1 Tim. 1:20; 6:3-5), and the divisive person (Titus 3:10).  But to use "walking disorderly" to apply to anything someone does that we do not agree with is a misuse of the passage.


     The word "sanctuary" means a place of refuge and safety.  Think about it!  Isn't this what the church should be?  Should it not be a place where we can find help and comfort and support when we have "messed up"?   We are not talking about public sins that might leave a stain on the congregation, we are simply pointing out that we all sin and if we are to withdraw from everyone who sins, every congregation would be emptied of its members.  We often forget that the church is not a country club where the members are perfect--it is a hospital for sinners.  There are wild-life sanctuaries where wild life is protected from hunters and predators.  We need protection from our predator, the devil, who hunts down his prey.  I would hope the church would be that sanctuary.   I  read somewhere that the Lord's Army, (the church) is the only army that shoots it's own wounded.  This should not be.  We need a place of safety, a place where we can find help to be lifted up when we fall, a place that is a place of refuge.  


     May we all strive to create an atmosphere among ourselves where we can feel the comfort and support of one another when we "mess up."


    " We who are strong ought to bear with the failings of the weak and not to please ourselves."  (Romans 15:1).





     I recently received a bulletin from some brethren that had an article titled "Sanctuary Church."  This paper suggested that some congregations had become sanctuary churches by harboring members who should be withdrawn from.  Issued was a warning to be very selective about people who are accepted into the fellowship of a congregation.  The article also warned against accepting members from another congregation.  It was suggested they might be running from responsibility.








� INCLUDEPICTURE "https://sanctuaryprovidencedotcom.files.wordpress.com/2016/09/site-logo-400x600-01-e1474159170497.png?w=300" \* MERGEFORMATINET ���








