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LIVING IN A WORLD WITH A MISSING GOD


     Do you ever feel that God is distant and far removed from our modern culture today?  Do you watch the news on TV and shake your head at the seemingly absent recognition of a higher power?


     If so,  you might have something in common with the Book of Esther.  In this Old Testament book, God is never mentioned by name.  However, His fingerprints and His plan  are still there.  The Book of Esther teaches us that there is a God who has placed us on the right road at just the right time and in the right place.


     Historically, the Book of Esther was written at a time when many of the sinful actions of King Ahasuerus and Haman are focused on.  These days of Persia's rule may not seem like our modern society, but many things existed then that exist today.  Today we see pride in rulers obsessed with power and their own wisdom.  We see political leaders who ignore God.  We see the exploitation of women and we see the continued problem of prejudice and racism.


     In Esther we see an example of patient and brave humility.  She dared to face the king as she became an advocate for the people of God.  She developed habits and practices that helped her change a godless order into a God filled one.  Some of those habits were devotional exercises, waiting, engaging, humility, radical prayer, valuing others, empathy, generosity, mercy, purpose, celebration and service.


     By practicing some of these same habits we can turn a world that does not know God into one that not only believes in Him, but celebrates and shares Him.


     What our world today needs is people who can respond to crisis not with despair and violence but with joy and hopefulness that comes from a conviction that God is doing more than we can see.  We may think we are living in a world with a missing God, but God is still working in the affairs of men.  He is still in control.  While it seems He has been rejected by the world in general we can still find Him, though He is not far from any of us.  


     If we have ever had our faith challenged, or have felt that God has forgotten us, read the Book of Esther in the Old Testament.  It will encourage you and remind you that God can be a light to us in dark times.
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TODAY'S SERMON


"If You Could Be God For A Day"


No evening service
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WELCOME TO OUR SERVICES


SUNDAY


Worship.....................................................9:30 AM


Bible class...............................................10:50 AM


WEDNESDAY


Bible class.................................................7:00 PM


THURSDAY


    Ladies Bible Class.(discontinued until Jan)
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ORDER OF SERVICES


            Sunday, March 17, 2019


Call To Worship..............Drew Murray


Opening Prayer.......Denning Andrews 


Song Leader...............Derrick Cowan


  Song # 231 Soldiers Of Christ Arise


  Song # 499 I Want To Be A Worker


  Song # 251  I'm Happy Today            


 COMMUNION


Head Table......................Andy Murray


  Song # 307  Are You Washed


Scripture: Wilson Birdwell Phil 3:12-15


Sermon........................Charles Murray


In Song # 273  I''m Not Ashamed


Closing prayer................Harry Cowan


Announcements............Don Greenlee





Wednesday, March 20, 2019


Song Leader....................Andy Murray


Invitation............................Jim Ingram


Closing prayer..............Art Whitehead


Announcements...........Don Greenlee
































ORDER OF SERVICES


Call to worship...............Andy Murray


Opening prayer.............Harry Cowan


Song Leader ........Shaun Whitehead


  Song # 37 Revive Us Again


  Song # 202 Beyond This Land Of


       Partin


. Song # 163  In Remembrance


COMMUNION


Head table....................Drew Murray


   Song # 258  Home Of The Soul


Scripture.......................Gailand Kiltz


Sermon.................   .Charles Murray


In Song # 279  He Is Able....


Closing prayer................. Henry Oliu


Announcements ...Denning Andrews





Wednesday, May 22,  2019


Song Leader...................Jim Ingram


Invitation.......................Andy Murray


Closing prayer...................Joe Dryer


Announcements..........Drew Murray








SERVING THE CONGREGATION


ELDERS


Don Greenlee....................541-1534


Jim Ingram........................525-3636


Charles Murray.................709-2799


DEACONS


Andy Murray......................709-5364


Pat Skidmore.............740-612-9466


Art Whitehead...................561-2799


MINISTER


Charles Murray..................709-2799





WHO TO CALL


Benevolence..........Andy Murray, Art Whitehead


Finances........Don Garner-Treasurer


Technology...........Andy Murray, Jim Ingram (Website, recording)


Directory........................Andy Murray


Calendar...................Charles Murray


Worship Schedule........Chas. Murray


Web Site...................Charles Murray














