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     What is the most valuable gift you have ever received?  What is the most valuable gift you have ever given?  I am sure we all enjoy receiving gifts that are meaningful and we all want to give gifts that will have some value to the recipient.  In fact, it is all about receiving and giving isn't it?  





     We live in a world where the focus is on what we can get.  Our environment is very selfish where the emphasis is on what is given.  Our generation is the "ME" generation.  Everyone desires what will be the best for them or what will give them the most.  Often morality is compromised because people have desires they want to satisfy.  How often in our society do certain individuals steal what they want because they can obtain something in no other way.   "Give me, give me, give me," is the cry of many people today.





     When it comes time to make a gift, either at the holidays or a birthday, or an anniversary or some other special occasion,  our thoughts center on "things."  What thing--what item--what object--can I give to someone?  Have you ever considered that the most valuable gift you can give someone is the gift of self?  A few moments of time, a few minutes of conversation, a period of time of service for someone is in reality the giving of self.   You cannot image what these "gifts" may mean to someone.  A visit or phone call to someone may "make their day."   In 2 Corinthians 8 Paul commends the Macedonian churches for their contribution to needy saints and he says the "first gave themselves"  (2 Cor. 8:5).  The dollar amount of the funds they contributed was certainly appreciated by these needy saints, but the gift of "themselves" was much more valuable and needed.





     Jesus sets the example for selfless giving.  He not only gave gifts to men (Eph. 4:8), not only did He give  because of His mercy and compassion on the helpless and needy, but He gave Himself as a sacrifice for the sins of mankind.  When I give "myself" to someone I am giving them something no one else can give.  Others can give "themselves,"  but only I can give "myself."  We need to learn how to give ourselves away.  There is great blessing in giving self.  There is a great reward in making a personal sacrifice.  





     If you are concerned about a gift worth giving, think about sacrificing yourself to other.  Try giving yourself away.  That will be a give worth giving.

























































































