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WHAT DOES YOUR LIFE SMELL LIKE?


     I realize this is probably a very odd question.  Does our life have an odor?  Is there a smell to our life?  How much do you know about the sense of smell?  Here are some interesting facts:


People can detect about one trillion different scents.


Scent cells are renewed every 30 to 60 days.


Fear and disgust have scents.


One of the first senses to develop is our sense of smell.


Smell is the most sensitive of the senses.  People can remember  smells with 85% accuracy.


One of the most evocative smells from childhood....are you ready for this?.....is the smell of crayons.  A survey found that 85% of all people remembered their childhood when they caught the smell of crayons.





     Now I know you are probably thinking, "What in the world does all of this have to do with our lives?  Our lives do not have a smell."  Paul made a very interesting observation: " For we are to God the aroma of Christ among those who are being saved and those who are perishing. To the one we are the smell of death; to the other, the fragrance of life"  (2 Cor 2:15-16).   The Apostle says here that we should smell like Christ.  This, of course, is figurative language, but the point is that because we are Christians we are like Christ.  We do not have the aroma of the world, but rather we have a spiritual smell





     We often will put on perfume or after-shave lotion so we will smell good.  Sometimes a sweet smelling lotion us used to hide an offensive odor.  When we put on Christ (Gal 3:27), we will smell like Christ.  This means that others can see us and know that we have been with Christ. Paul said we either smell like death or we smell like life.  In Gal 2:10 Paul wrote:  " I have been crucified with Christ and I no longer live, but Christ lives in me."  This is another way of saying the he was the "aroma of Christ."





     To smell like Christ, we must,  like Paul,  die to self and let Christ live in us.  We must be willing to deny ourselves and take up the cross and follow Jesus  (Mt. 10:34-39).  We must be willing love God with all our heart and love our fellowman in the same way.  





     Over and over in the Old Testament, the burning of animal sacrifice was referred to as an "aroma pleasing to God."  When we offer ourselves as a living sacrifice (Rom. 12:1,2), we become a sweet smelling aroma to God.    When we make this sacrifice the smell of the world is replaced by that sweet smelling aroma that pleases God.





     Is your life a sweet smelling aroma to God?  What does your life smell like?  Can others know Christ by the way we live?  May God help us to live in such a way that those around us can sniff the sweet aroma of Jesus living in us.  May our lives be an encouragement to others to have the fragrance of life rather than the smell of death.











































































































