
 

      There is always something special about the "last one."  
The last baby born into a family; the last day at work leading 
into retirement; the last item that is offered for sale; and on 
and on the list goes.  

     Last words are also significant.  We remember the last 
words of Jesus as He died on the cross:  "It is finished."  
Those last words changed the whole world for mankind.  The 
"last days" are mentioned in the scripture often.  Of course 
when we understand the biblical teaching we realize we are 
living in the "last days" now in the Christian dispensation.  
There are many other "last" things that are important.
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     This is the last bulletin of the year 2017.  There have been 52 editions in this last year.  I hope 
each one has been a blessing and profitable to all who have read them.  With 2018, there will be a 
new design for the bulletin.  In fact, several different designs will be used during 2018.  I will continue 
to print articles that will be of interest and help to the readers.   A huge thanks goes also to Jerry 
Mellish, who contributed several articles for the bulletin.  We look forward to more of his thoughts as 
he writes lessons for us to think about.

     Today will be the last assembly of the church in this building in the year 2017.  We certainly hope 
there will be many more as we launch into 2018.  This is a good time for each member to resolve to 
be present at every service possible.  But, today is the last one for the year.

     More importantly, today may be last opportunity you may have to say those words of forgiveness 
that you have been putting off.  Or maybe it will be last opportunity to be reconciled to someone from 
whom you are estranged.  This might be last opportunity to make that visit you know you should 
make, or make that phone call you have neglected to make.

   Even more important, there is going to be a last day of our life.  The Hebrew writer points out that 
"It is appointed unto man once to die and after this the judgment"  (Hebrews 9:27).  This last 
day in the flesh is coming to all men.  If we knew when that "last day" would be, we would not 
hesitate to make every necessary preparation.  However, we do not have that knowledge.  The wise 
thing to do is to be ready at all times for our "last day" of physical life.  

     Hopefully, we are all thinking about new year's resolutions.   This is the time of the year that 
many people resolve to make changes, to do better, to accomplish what they failed to do the 
previous year.   All of these things are good.   But our greatest resolution should be that we are 
going to be faithful to God and that we are going to faithfully perform the things we know we should 
do..  Tonight at midnight 2017 will be gone and 2018 will be ushered in.   May God's richest 
blessings be upon everyone in this new year.  My prayer for each of you is the one prayed by John 
in 3 John:  "Dear friend, I pray that you may enjoy good health and that all may go well with 
you, even as your soul is getting along well"  (verse 2).

      


