
 

     The Book of Acts is considered by most scholars 
as the record of the establishment of the church and 
its growth during the first Century.  It is easy to trace 
the development of Christianity as we study through 
the inspired record.  Many lessons have been 
taught on evangelism using Acts as an example of 
church growth.  And it is true that there is no better 
blueprint for growth than this book.  The Book of 
Acts records the rapid spread of the Gospel of 
Jesus Christ throughout the then known world.  
There are certainly great lessons we can learn from this book.
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     As we study this history of the early New Testament church, there are some obvious things 
missing.  Things that we might consider an absolute essential to the growth and spread of the 
church today cannot be found anywhere in this divine historical record.
     For example, there is no mention in Acts of a church building.  Today we feel that we cannot be 
successful in soul winning unless we have a building.  In fact, a large portion of the contributed funds 
go for the building and maintenance of a physical edifice.  Of course, there is nothing wrong with 
providing a place to worship.  But, many times all efforts to evangelize are confined within the walls 
of a church building.   We don't see this in the early New Testament church.
     Another thing that is missing in the Book of Acts is an evangelistic program.  Often congregations 
will develop some type of "program" for reaching the lost.  These "programs" are often presented by 
someone who has studied church growth and all kinds of gimmicks, often with catchy titles  to 
appeal to people are suggested.   None of this can be seen in the divine record of the growth of the 
early church.
     Also there is no mention of social media, television, radio programs, news paper articles,  or 
mass mailings.  These things of course had not been invented in New Testament times.  There is 
nothing wrong with any of these methods of evangelism, but the fact is the early church grew on a 
daily basis without the aide of any of these modern avenues of communication.
     How, then did the early church grow?  How did they accomplish such rapid spread of the 
Gospel?   The answer is very simple and is found throughout the Book of Acts.  These early 
Christians "went everywhere preaching the Word."   How simple is that?  A person was converted 
and immediately went to tell friends and relatives about the good news they had found.  Those told 
went and did the same.  And we need to realize this growth was accomplished in spite of severe 
persecution of Christians.   I cannot imagine talking to someone about becoming a Christian but 
warning the prospect that their lives might be in danger if they obey.  I cannot imagine warning 
someone that they might face time in prison or the loss of personal property if they accepted and 
obeyed the message of the Gospel.  Yet, these were the conditions under which the early church 
grew daily.  
     The Book of Acts doesn't mention many of the things we have at our disposal today to preach the 
Gospel.  What it does mention is people whose hearts were on fire for the Lord.  It mentions people 
who were sharing the gospel and going everywhere preaching the Word.  It talks about going from 
house to house, meeting in public places, preaching the Gospel.  We should do the same.


